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The island of Tahiti is the largest landmass in French Polynesia. It rises steeply from the ocean and is crowned

with rugged, mist-shrouded peaks. The mountainous interior remains largely unpopulated, a mysterious region

of dense forest sliced by deep ravines and fast-flowing rivers. 

Papeete means "water basket" and the town has long been a gathering place. It's now the hub of the nation

and gateway to French Polynesia. Everyone visiting there passes through Papeete. 

Pacific airline schedules determine that you overnight in the capital, both on arrival and departure. This is no

hardship provided you choose the right hotel, and you also get the chance to sample the vibrant waterfront 

and large public marketplace.

Most hotels are close to town and Faa'a International Airport. The InterContinental Beachcomber Resort Tahiti

is among the most luxurious. It faces the lagoon on the west coast with marvellous views of Moorea. Recently

renovated, it has 271 rooms and bungalows set within 30 acres of tropical gardens which frame two infinity pools and a private sand beach. Its gourmet restaurant,

Le Lotus, has a close association with star French chef Marc Haeberlin, and the evening menu features specialities from his Alsace restaurant, L©Auberge de l©Ill. 

The Tiare restaurant has three different levels overlooking a pool-side performance stage where Tahitian dance shows take place. 

Le Meridien Tahitiis also set beside the water, at Punaauia, a short distance south of the airport. It has 138 lagoon-view rooms and suites and a dozen overwater

bungalows. There are two restaurants. The facilities include a sand-bottom swimming pool, petanque and table tennis, kayaks and canoes, massage, aqua gym 

and scuba diving. A shuttle service runs to town daily except Sundays.

Suggested sights: The Paul Gauguin Museum; Botanical Gardens; Museum of Tahiti; 4WD excursions along the coast and inland to Lake Vaihina and the Maraa caves.
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